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Looking for Leia documentary finds community and connection in our differences
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nnalise Ophelian is making a movie.

It's about community, family, passion, the things that

bring us together and the things that set us apart.
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It's about fandom.
It's about women.
It's about Star Wars.

"I can easily populate a feature film -- | can populate several
feature films -- just with the different bullhorns of fandom
that you see in Star Wars," said Ophelian during an interview
with Syfy Wire. "l think it was the diversity of that fandom,
the robustness of it, the fact that we're coming up on 40
years of fans engaging with this fandom in really productive,
generative ways, that made focusing on Star Wars really

appealing to me."

In addition to being a documentary filmmaker and a
practicing psychotherapist, Ophelian is a longtime Star Wars
fan. Very long. She considers herself a member of the class
of '77, having seen the original film in theaters when she was
a young child, and it's the passion and love she felt for the
movie -- specifically for the character of Princess Leia -- that

has inspired her latest work.

It's called Looking for Leia, and it attempts to tell the story of
fandom, and of the experience of women in fandom, all

through the far-reaching lens of a galaxy far, far away.
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"I definitely remember resonating with the character,
because even at a young age | was what would be
categorized as a bossy girl," recalls Ophelian, noting that
"bossy" is how young girls are meant to see themselves when
they are assertive and headstrong. "There's so many things
about Leia that, as a child, seeing this assertive, bossy, wise-
cracking woman who is very take-charge and take-control. |
think there's something about being able to project myself
into this person who is not a kind of Barbie doll, blond-
haired, tall, hourglass-figured, traditional sex-symbol woman.
... | think there was a way to project myself into her and felt

very validated by that character."

Of course, while she loves Leia, Ophelian is also quick to
point out that the princess-turned-senator-turned-general
isn't the only character she loves. She's also a big fan of Han

Solo.

"One of the things | find really interesting among fandom,"
she explains, "is | think the strong female characters invite
women to the fandom, but | think that female fans show
tremendous enthusiasm and affection for all kinds of

characters, not just the women. | love that."

It's that varied enthusiasm and love for Star Wars that
Ophelian is trying to capture in her documentary. She began
speaking to women about Star Wars and their experience
with the property and the fandom two years ago at Star Wars
Celebration in Anaheim during the first big unveiling for The
Force Awakens, the first in a new series of Star Wars films
and the first to put a woman at the front of the story. She
says that while she had been to comic book conventions
before, she was struck by just how many women were at this
particular event, and how different and unique their
individual backgrounds and stories were, so she decided to
tell the very broad story of what it means to be a fan through
the very personal stories of what it means to be a woman

who loves Star Wars.

Says Ophelian, "l think we learn more about ourselves and

each other when we are invited to sit down and listen to
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really specific stories."

But it's not just about women, it's about all types of women
and about capturing a spectrum of experience. After all, no
two people are alike, and neither are their individual entry
points into fandom and to the world. So she's set out with a
mission to redefine how we think about not just fans, but
women, to reframe our default view of "woman" away from,
as she puts it, "white, heterosexual, cisgender, able-bodied

woman under 35."

"I'm interested in talking with women of color, because | want
to know what's been their experience of fandom," Ophelian
explains. "And that's going to mean not limited to white
women, limited to cis women. Not limited to women 18-35, or
able-bodied. Not limited to women in the United States.
That's a really narrow group, and I've got to have a broader
lens, because | think you actually get a much truer
representation of what we mean by women, which is actually
a hugely diverse category. Which is not a monolith for a

homogeneous category in the least."

But talking about and celebrating women also comes with its
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downsides. To celebrate our accomplishments, you must
place them next to the failures. In the case of women in
fandom (and in many other arenas), those failures are not
necessarily of our own making, but a result of sexism and

misogyny.

During an interview with The Verge, Ophelian said: "The
perception of male dominance in fandom is, | think, accurate,
and a reflection of how sexism functions in the world." When
asked to expand on that thought, she explained, "l think that
sexism shows up in really consistent ways. And so this is not
to create a special category for the way sexism works in
geekdom or fandom, but to say that sexism works in
geekdom and fandom exactly the way it works in people's

workplaces, in grocery stores, in access to public services."

For a long time, Leia was one of very few women who even

appeared in the Star Wars universe, and the only one with
any kind of development. Then came the books, the comics
and the most recent addition, the animated universe, and
now the galaxy is brimming with female characters for fans
to find and love and celebrate and attach themselves to. Star

Wars is expanding, and so are the opportunities it presents
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to fans.

"I think what these stories are often about is navigating the
margins, being on the outside of a thing," says Ophelian.
"That's a survival skill. We find creative ways of surviving and
getting by. And when that creativity connects with something
like a fantasy franchise like Star Wars, suddenly the ways
that we find validation and mirroring and connection, | think

just get operatic."

Ophelian is currently working to fund the film through a
Kickstarter campaign and hopes to release the completed
project sometime in the summer of 2018. You can find out
more about Ophelian and the film on the official Looking for

Leia website.

§ CREEPY CREATURE EFFECTS FRSTS.
ES TO TENTACLES

https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/looking-leia-documentary-finds-community-and-connection-our-differences Page 6 of 8


https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/2110716369/looking-for-leia
http://www.lookingforleia.com/
https://www.nbcuniversal.com/privacy
https://www.syfy.com/nbcuniversal-terms-of-use

Looking for Leia documentary finds community and connection in our differences 11/24/20, 8:05 PM

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Caprica's Alessandra Torresani is HOT in NSFW Maxim pics
Patrick Lee

Brent Spiner reveals the worst TNG actor he ever worked with
Dany Roth

Hey friend! Can | help you save on car insurance?

Progressive | Auto Insurance Quotes Sponsored Links

NASA just saw something come out of a black hole for the first...

Trent Moore

Star Trek actress Stephanie Niznik passes away at 52

Donnie Lederer

Many failed before. Will you complete the trial?

Hero Wars Sponsored Links

Jaws has an infamous, gory deleted scene — and it’s good that...
Phil Pirrello

Sigourney Weaver reveals there’s R-rated Galaxy Quest out there

Trent Moore

Ohio Launches New Guidelines For Cars Used Less
Than 50 Miles/Day

Smart Lifestyle Trends Sponsored Links

Serenity getting a sequel [sorta] that'll tell what happens next

Trent Moore

Yes, That Picture of the Moon and the Andromeda Galaxy |s About
Right
Phil Plait

Getting this Treasure is impossible! Prove us wrong

Hero Wars Sponsored Links

https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/looking-leia-documentary-finds-community-and-connection-our-differences Page 7 of 8


https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-syfy&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%202:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-syfy&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%202:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-syfy&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%204:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-syfy&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%204:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-syfy&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%206:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-syfy&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%206:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-syfy&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%208:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-syfy&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%208:
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/capricas_alessandra_torre
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/brent-spiner-reveals-worst-tng-actor-he-ever-worked?amp&usqp=mq331AQCKAE=&amp_js_v=0.1
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N4492.2069703TABOOLA/B23538279.268011512;dc_trk_aid=462976502;dc_trk_cid=99460260;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiDf19UQRuVrm7VojdDJvxbYLG9CFWx6NBExs_iPRekUNSD5vEU#tblciGiDf19UQRuVrm7VojdDJvxbYLG9CFWx6NBExs_iPRekUNSD5vEU
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/nasa-just-saw-something-come-out-black-hole-first-time-ever
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/star-trek-actress-stephanie-niznik-passes-away-at-52
https://hero-wars.com/?hl=en&l=loot&m=registration&nx_source=adx_taboola.hw_wb_u5_-.cc-us.au-mix5_vid.cr-gofra75_h_en_8_vid.lp-loot.dt-taboola.cid-%7Bcampaign_id%7D.agid-%7Bcampaign_item_id%7D.pt-%7Bsite_id%7D.csd-231020.-&l=loot&tblci=GiDf19UQRuVrm7VojdDJvxbYLG9CFWx6NBExs_iPRekUNSDlwUc#tblciGiDf19UQRuVrm7VojdDJvxbYLG9CFWx6NBExs_iPRekUNSDlwUc
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/jaws-movie-deleted-scene-shark-attack
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/are_you_ready_for_an_r_ra
https://tracking.smartestlifestyletrends.com/1ff2b7cc-dffe-4a21-8083-c9f09f954c96?site=nbcuniversal-syfy&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F5e6da42ff8e522407a6e56af629beb75.jpg&title=Ohio+Launches+New+Guidelines+For+Cars+Used+Less+Than+50+Miles%2FDay&campaign_id=7061149&campaign_item_id=2942047087&siteid=1187135&click_id=GiDf19UQRuVrm7VojdDJvxbYLG9CFWx6NBExs_iPRekUNSCUjFI&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiDf19UQRuVrm7VojdDJvxbYLG9CFWx6NBExs_iPRekUNSCUjFI#tblciGiDf19UQRuVrm7VojdDJvxbYLG9CFWx6NBExs_iPRekUNSCUjFI
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/serenity-getting-sequel-sorta-thatll-tell-what-happens-next?amp&amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQFKAGwASA=
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/yes-that-picture-of-the-moon-and-the-andromeda-galaxy-is-about-right
https://hero-wars.com/?hl=en&l=loot&l=loot&m=registration&nx_source=adx_taboola.hw_wb_u5_-.cc-us.au-mix.cr-loot32.lp-loot.dt-taboola.cid-4178226.agid-2890060787.pt-nbcuniversal-syfy.csd-240320.-&tblci=GiDf19UQRuVrm7VojdDJvxbYLG9CFWx6NBExs_iPRekUNSDlwUc#tblciGiDf19UQRuVrm7VojdDJvxbYLG9CFWx6NBExs_iPRekUNSDlwUc

Wonder Woman 19...

No Time To Die

Black Widow

Ghostbusters: Aft...

Dune

Eternals

Looking for Leia documentary finds community and connection in our differences

Former Fox president explains why Firefly had to be canceled
Carol Pinchefsky

A canceled Star Trek show from the "70s quietly shaped every
sequel since

Don Kaye

This Only Looks Like A Regular Pocketknife - A Deejo
Is Anything But That

My Deejo Sponsored Links
TV Recaps Marvel Everything You Di... Top 10 Horror Movi...
TV This Week DC Warp Factor Top 10 Marvel Mov...
The Mandalorian Image Behind The Panel Top 10 Sci-Fi Movies
WandaVision Dark Horse Toy Masters Top 10 Comic Book...
The Boys IDW Interviews Top 10 Space Movies
Arrowverse Comic Previews Artists Alley

11/24/20, 8:05 PM

https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/looking-leia-documentary-finds-community-and-connection-our-differences

Page 8 of 8


https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-syfy&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%2010:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=nbcuniversal-syfy&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%2010:
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/former_fox_president_explains_why_firefly_had_to_be_canceled
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/a-canceled-star-trek-show-from-the-70s-quietly-shaped-every-sequel-since
https://www.deejo.com/en/13-4-reasons-to-upgrade-your-pocket-knife-immediately.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=native-ads&utm_campaign=US-TargetingPremium-DSK-contenu-BBQ-ap%C3%A9ro&utm_content=nbcuniversal-syfy#tblciGiDf19UQRuVrm7VojdDJvxbYLG9CFWx6NBExs_iPRekUNSCP5kg
https://www.syfy.com/tags/wonder-woman-1984
https://www.syfy.com/tags/no-time-to-die
https://www.syfy.com/tags/black-widow
https://www.syfy.com/tags/ghostbusters-afterlife
https://www.syfy.com/tags/dune
https://www.syfy.com/tags/eternals
https://www.syfy.com/tags/tv-recaps
https://www.syfy.com/tags/tv-this-week
https://www.syfy.com/tags/the-mandalorian
https://www.syfy.com/tags/wandavision
https://www.syfy.com/tags/boys
https://www.syfy.com/tags/arrowverse
https://www.syfy.com/tags/marvel
https://www.syfy.com/tags/dc
https://www.syfy.com/tags/image-comics
https://www.syfy.com/tags/dark-horse-comics
https://www.syfy.com/tags/idw
https://www.syfy.com/tags/comic-previews
https://www.syfy.com/terms-multiple/21311,13803
https://www.syfy.com/tags/warp-factor
https://www.syfy.com/terms-multiple/20696,13803
https://www.syfy.com/tags/toy-masters
https://www.syfy.com/tags/interviews
https://www.syfy.com/tags/artists-alley
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/top-10-horror-films-of-all-time
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/top-ten-marvel-movies
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/the-top-10-science-fiction-films-of-all-time
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/top-ten-comic-book-movies-of-all-time
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/space-movies
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/movies
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/tv
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/comics
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/videos
https://www.syfy.com/syfywire/movies
https://www.syfy.com/shows
https://www.syfy.com/episodes
https://www.syfy.com/movies
https://www.syfy.com/live
https://www.syfy.com/schedule
https://www.syfy.com/support/uc/
https://www.syfy.com/apps
https://www.syfy.com/apps/syfy-now
https://www.syfystore.com/
http://nbc.researchresults.com/?s=7
https://www.nbcuniversal.com/privacy?brandA=SyFy&intake=SyFy
https://www.syfy.com/nbcuniversal-terms-of-use
https://www.nbcuniversal.com/privacy/notrtoo?brandA=SyFy&intake=SyFy
https://www.syfy.com/sitemap
https://www.nbcuniversal.com/privacy/cookies#cookie_management
https://www.instagram.com/syfywire/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/SYFYWIRE
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC985XM8r_uh-_znGrj8HG9w

